
TEMPLE BETH TORAH 

A Reform Jewish Congregation 

Member, Union for Reform Judaism 

www.bethtorah.net Av 5776—Elul 5776                           September 2016 

September 9 New and Prospective Member Shabbat 7:30 PM 

September 10 Kaplan Bar Mitzvah 10:00 AM 

September 11 First Day of Religious School,8th,9th, 10th Grades 9:30 AM 

September 11 Torah Tots (Free Trial Class)  11:00 AM 

September 11 Brotherhood Picnic 1:00 PM 

September 13 Ladies Book Club 7:30 PM 

September 14 Jewish Learning with Rabbi Block 7:30 PM 

September 16 Adult Movie Night 7:00 PM 

September 18  Religious School, 9th Grade 9:00/10:30 AM 

September 18 Torah Tots 11:00 AM 

September 23 4th/5th Grade Family Dinner 6:30 PM 

September 23 Chagigat Siddur Shabbat Service 7:30 PM 

September 24 Ritual Committee Meeting 9:00 AM 

September 24 Learner’s Service 10:30 AM 

September 25 Religious School, 8th, 10th Grades 9:00 /10:30 AM 

September 25 Torah Tots 11:00 AM 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Proper attire is encouraged at all services. 

Please see the weekly Blast for Chaverim listings 

HIGH HOLIDAY DATES 

Rosh Hashanah Eve    Sunday, October 2 

Rosh Hashanah Day    Monday, October 3 

Kol Nidre      Tuesday, October 11  

Yom Kippur     Wednesday, October 12 

http://www.bethtorah.net
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DIRECTIONS TO BUILDING 

4212-C Technology Court, Chantilly, VA 20151 

 

From Route 66: Get off at Route 28 North. Go North 

to Route 50 West. Travel west on Route 50. Turn left 

on Pleasant Valley Rd. Turn left on      Lafayette 

Center Dr. Turn left on Technology Court. 
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Temple Beth Torah Contact List  

 Main Number & Mailing Address 

Temple Beth Torah 

PO Box 2020 

Centreville, VA 20122 

Phone: (703) 263-2252 

  

President 

  Jayne Ayers (703) 803-3581              president@bethtorah.net 

   

 Vice President 

  Marci Jerome (703) 961-9009       vicepresident@bethtorah.net 

 

Treasurer 

Mike Erstling (703) 378-2982         treasurer@bethtorah.net 

  

Recording Secretary 

Debra Kabalkin (703) 722-6055        secretary@bethtorah.net 

  

Corresponding Secretary 

Barbara Sutliff  (703) 968-6852      correspond@bethtorah.net 

  

Members at Large 

Jennifer Stawasz (703) 352-0153    mematlarge1@bethtorah.net 

Cheri Kaplan  (703) 449-8843           mematlarge2@bethtorah.net 

Mike Thomas (571) 287-7796    mematlarge3@bethtorah.net 

 

Rabbi 

Kenneth Block (410) 459-6161           rabbiblock2@yahoo.com 

 

Religious School Chair 

Stacey Huse (703) 266-3037                   school@bethtorah.net 

  

High Holiday  

Jeff Horner  (703) 266-4921              highholidays@bethtorah.net 

  

Membership 

Jennifer Harding (703) 938-4034         membership@bethtorah.net 

 

Ritual Committee Chair 

Linda Sue Wever (703) 802-1713             ritual@bethtorah.net 

 

Care Committee Chair 

Lori Kravchick (703) 830-4678     caringcommittee@bethtorah.net 

 

Sisterhood 

Stacey Huse (703) 266-3037            sisterhood@bethtorah.net 

  

Brotherhood 

Bob Borsato (703) 830-3838          brotherhood@bethtorah.net 

 

Database Administrator 

  Howard Beny (336) 413-8719       memberdata@bethtorah.net 

 

Past President  

Linda Sue Wever  (703) 802-1713                   

SUPPORT TBT WHILE SHOPPING ON AMAZON!! 

From now on, before you start shopping on Amazon, 

start with the link on the bottom of the Temple Beth 

Torah home page at bethtorah.net.  

Amazon will contribute to TBT every time you make a 

purchase after using the link. You can also go directly 

to AmazonSmile.com and designate Temple Beth 

Torah to receive a contribution each time you shop.   

Chaverim Signup Reminder  

Please remember to sign up for Chaverim 

duties at http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/8050e4aa8ac2aa64-temple We need 

everyone to sign up for two dates. Please 

help make our wonderful TBT services 

successful! 

TBT CARING COMMITTEE 

Have you ever wondered how to notify the TBT 

Board of a life-cycle event?   TBT is here to 

support you.   

Contact: Lori Kravchick at 

caringcommittee@bethtorah.net 

mailto:president@bethtorah.net
mailto:vicepresident@bethtorah.net
mailto:treasurer@bethtorah.net
mailto:secretary@bethtorah.net
mailto:correspond@bethtorah.net
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mailto:mematlarge1@bethtorah.net
mailto:fundraising@bethtorah.net
mailto:mematlarge2@bethtorah.net
mailto:mematlarge3@bethtorah.net
mailto:rabbiblock2@yahoo.com
mailto:school@bethtorah.net
mailto:highholidays@bethtorah.net
mailto:mematlarge2@bethtorah.net
mailto:ritual@bethtorah.net
mailto:caringcommittee@bethtorah.net
mailto:sisterhood@bethtorah.net
mailto:brotherhood@bethtorah.net
mailto:memberdata@bethtorah.net
http://www.bethtorah.net/
http://www.amazonsmile.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e4aa8ac2aa64-temple
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e4aa8ac2aa64-temple
mailto:caringcommittee@bethtorah.net
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A Message from the President 

Jayne Ayers 

Visit the TBT website at: www.bethtorah.net 

Dear TBT Congregation: 

As I have tried to write this letter for the September issue of our newsletter, I keep coming up with different thoughts and 

subjects.  There is so much going on right now – I am just not sure where to start.  And, not just about TBT, but about 

my life, family, business, etc.… 

So, instead of trying to write something inspirational, I’ll share with you what’s on my mind.   

 Summer is almost over.  I’m sad, happy and bit reflective.  I just didn’t get to do all the things I wanted to do this 

summer.  Don’t we always feel that way?  And, like every summer, I say to myself – next year we’ll do better.  We’ll 

take that trip across the country in an RV like we keep talking about.  And, I’ll start planning the trip right after I get 

through the holidays...hmmm…. 

 School is starting.  Not only does that mean that my husband, Tye, starts back on his school schedule and isn’t 

around during the day, but my son, Charlie starts 7th Grade.  Seriously?  When did that happen?  I feel like he was just 

sitting in those tiny chairs in elementary school and now he’s as tall as I am.  

 Charlie’s Bar Mitzvah is in 7 weeks.  7 weeks!  Enough said.  I am dreaming about DJ’s and yarmulke’s and 

Torah portions.  We will get through it, right? 

 TBT Religious School is starting on September 11th!!  Are we ready?  You bet we are!!!  A crew of people have 

spent many hours and days and weeks cleaning out, organizing and getting ready for TBT Religious School.  We have 

some fun and exciting new tricks up our sleeves and we know that the students are going to have a great year!!  And the 

picnic?  Don’t get me started!!  It’s going to be a blast!! 

 Our Cantorial Soloist, Lauren Laird, has been practicing and singing her heart out.  Along with the choir, they 

have been preparing for the B’nai Mitzvahs and High Holidays.  How did our congregation get so lucky to have so many 

talented musicians and singers?  I feel like we won the jewish musical lottery.  

 And, speaking of lottery, I feel VERY fortunate to be a member of TBT.  In the few short years since I became a 

member and the few short months that I have been President, I have gotten to know an amazing group of people.  

Seriously.  Amazing.  I never expected it.  Not sure why.  But I do feel that I have started the foundation for many 

lifelong friendships.  And, there are many more out there.  

I will be honest.  I sort of fell out of Judaism for a while during my adulthood.  For far too many reasons than I can even 

recall.  BUT, I am back and for the first time in a very long time, I am looking forward to the High Holidays.  I am 

anxious to feel that sense of renewal and peace that we feel at Rosh Hashanah and that sense of cleansing we feel during 

Yom Kippur.   

I hope you will join me as we start our New Year with a great sense of community, peace and friendship.   

Shalom, 

Jayne Katz Ayers 

TBT President 

http://www.bethtorah.net/
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A Message from the Rabbi 

Kenneth Block 

The Clothes Have No Emperor 

All of us have been seduced by magical thinking. Like the 

sailors who fall prey to the sirens of Greek mythology, 

crashing their boats upon the reefs, falling prey to those 

beautiful but dangerous creatures, we all succumb to the 

sirens’ voices. Magical thinking is characterized by the 

belief that thinking or wishing something can actually 

cause it to occur. You may have another name for this 

process, but it is magical thinking nonetheless.  

Some irrational beliefs are passed on to us, while others 

we acquire all on our own. Survival requires that certain 

events lead to specific conclusions. Foods of a certain 

color will make you sick. The sun sets and rises. The tide 

goes out and in. There are predictable patterns in my 

environment. Missing obvious connections can lead to 

death or very serious consequences. So we can't resist 

connecting the dots and are not very critical about the 

connections we make. We hate surprises. We want to be 

in control.  

Events of personal significance and moments when we 

are under stress push us towards magical thinking. We 

often don't even realize that we are seeing causation in 

correlation. We hate coincidences. We love bending 

reality to our will. Why else would we make a wish unless 

we were seeking to bend reality to our will. How else can 

you explain voodoo? By performing certain rituals in a 

prescribed manner, your actions can alter reality.  

Magical thinking can be seen whenever we turn on the 

news. Politicians depend upon it to rally the faithful. 

Clergy use it to keep followers in line. Commentators use 

it to increase popularity. Programmed into every one of us 

is the potential for magical thinking. Being aware that 

magical thinking is ubiquitous is an asset as we approach 

the High Holy Days.  

Our liturgy has its basis in metaphorical language and 

poetic imagery. If we allow ourselves to forget that, then 

magical thinking will have us taking the prayers literally. 

As if there was some literal "Book of Life" in which it is 

written who is destined to die in the coming year and 

how; what I must do to avoid death;  what actions I need 

to do in order to have good things happen to me; how to 

avoid the "evil decree." These and others are there for the 

taking. Perhaps the authors of our liturgy were influenced 

by magical thinking and are teaching us that the answer is 

not magical, not external, but, in fact, lies solely in the 

image of God.  

We are so hungry today for magical solutions, that we run 

to embrace all sorts of belief systems. It was once 

imagined that as science progressed, all closed systems of 

belief would disappear in the face of scientific skepticism. 

The opposite has occurred. As modernity has progressed, 

Fundamentalism has thrived.  No matter how irrational, 

intolerant, or authoritarian, people run to embrace 

Fundamentalism because it offers a magical solution. In 

fact, it seems the more authoritarian, the more attractive it 

is.  

The most ignored, never quoted, passages in both Hebrew 

and Greek Scriptures are those that tell us what God 

wants, "What does God want of you? To provide for the 

orphan, the widow, the sick, the poor, to do the right thing 

to all my creatures.” "The King will reply, 'Truly I tell 

you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.' 

Alas, dear reader, there is no magic and as much as you 

might want it otherwise, that in itself is magical thinking.  

P. T. Barnum lined his pockets because he knew that, 

"There's a sucker born every minute." True in the 19th 

century. True in the 21st. Just turn on the TV, from 

politicians to cosmetic companies, from preachers to 

manufacturers, and from dietary supplement providers to 

prescription medication creators, there is an easy solution.  

If you would like to be written in the Book of Life for 

5777, please write your name and address on the back of a 

$20 bill (one name per bill please) and mail to:  

Rabbi Kenneth Block 

11140 Rockville Pike 

Suite 100-307 

Rockville MD 20852, USA 
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 Religious School News 

Calling all High School Students!  

BeTTY (Beth Torah Temple Youth) is TBT's High School Youth Group. Through our local group and the national 

organization NFTY, we offer a full variety of social, leadership, educational, and social action programs for high school 

students. Membership is open to TBT members and other Jewish members of the community who are in grades 9-12. 

We have several motivated students willing to lead this group this year and are always looking for additional student 

involvement, either as leaders who will plan events or as participants who will make each activity more successful with 

their attendance. TBT’s religious school has done a wonderful job of fostering friendships among classmates; having 

your high schooler participate in BeTTY events will continue and expand those relationships.  

Look for event information via email and the TBT Blast. Our most recent events include a trip to King's Dominion and a 

game night. You should also explore opportunities for your teens to attend regional events, which can be found at: 

https://midatlantic.nfty.org 

Please contact Corey Jerome at coreyjerome@gmail.com for more information.  

Parent Orientation 

 

Sunday, September 11 

9:30 AM 

 

Please attend the orientation when you bring your child for 

first day of school. 
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Each month Rabbi Block leads a Jewish 

Learning class at TBT. Join us for 

this interesting and provocative 

adult study/discussion session 

held on Wednesdays from 7:30–

8:30pm. Please refer to the Blast 

or website for the exact date each month.  

RSVP requested to rabbiblock2@yahoo.com 

Please welcome the following new 

members: 

 Justin Brown 

 Denise Duponte 

 Heifitz Family: Amy, Andrew, Alexander, 

Lillian 

 Laird Family: Lauren, Pete, Ewan 

Thank You for Your Donation 

Jayne Ayers & Tye Jurgensen  Daffodil Shabbat General Fund 

The Hirsh Family 
In honor of Ben Brotman's  

Bar Mitzvah 
General Fund 

The Horner Family  2015-2016 B'nai Mitzvah Class General Fund 

Montessori of Chantilly Religious School Religious School 

Michael Pearce & Shelley Levine 
In honor of Ben Brotman's  

Bar Mitzvah 
General Fund 

TBT Ladies Book Club  

Please join us for this "pot-luck" style 

book club that meets every OTHER month 

on the second Tuesday of the month. This 

club is open to all TBT women. Plan to 

bring a drink or appetizer to share! Our 

book for Sept 13 is Almonds & Raisins by Maisie Mosco. 

You don’t have to read the book to enjoy book club! 

TBT Adult 

Evening Film 

Series 
Friday, September 16 

7:00–10:00 PM 

Join TBT for a film viewing & discussion 

‘Keeping The Faith’ 

Stars: Ben Stiller, Edward Norton, Jenna 

Elfman 

Jake and Brian are friends. They are Jewish and 

Catholic respectively. They would grow up and 

become a rabbi and priest. Anna, whom they knew 

when they were younger, comes back to town a 

stunning woman. Jake is up to be the head of his 

synagogue but he is not married which doesn't make 

his appointment any easier. Jake finds himself 

attracted to Anna but because she's not Jewish, he 

can't marry her as it would make his appointment 

less likely. Brian also finds himself attracted to 

Anna, but the priesthood doesn't allow that. Their 

friendship is strained when each learns of the other's 

feelings for her. 

Contact Julie pearl at Julsbpearl@yahoo.com or  

703-830-3838 if you have any questions. 

mailto:rabbiblock2@yahoo.com
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YAHRZEITS 

Member Remembers Relationship Date Passed Away 

Mark Lichter Fredric Lichter Brother of Mark 9/1/2003 

Tamara & Frank Simone Edward Simone Brother 9/1/2014 

Julie & Adam Lenfestey June Davy Klein Grandmother of Julie Lenfestey 9/5/2013 

Mary & Jeff Horner Connie Dembicer Aunt of Jeff 9/6/2012 

Barbara & Joseph Sutliff Joanne Mostov Aunt of Barbara 9/6/1971 

Barbara & Joseph Sutliff Donald Eckber Uncle of Barbara 9/7/2012 

Maria & Marcello Rotjman Genevieve Cavey Mother of Maria 9/12/1991 

Mary & Jeff Horner Martin Horner Father of Jeff 9/13/2010 

Barbara & Joseph Sutliff Ida Iancu Grandmother of Barbara 9/15/1979 

Dorothy & Donald Lewy Lawrence Lewy Father of Don 9/20/2001 

Barbara & Joseph Sutliff Albert Iancu M.D. Father of Barbara 9/20/2015 

Stefani & Manuel deGuzman Eleanor N. Venner Mother of Stefani 9/27/2009 

Bonnie & Earl Schendell Morton Brownstein Father of Bonnie Schendell 9/29/2014* 

Tamara Yaunches Martin Andrew Uze   Father of Tamara 9/29/1970 

We are pleased to announce the 

launch of TEAM TBT!, an 

exciting, year-long initiative 

based on the principles of 

community, belonging, and 

friendship. The goal of TEAM 

T B T !  i s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n 

congregants' ties to one another and to the TBT 

community as a whole.    

The first activity of TEAM TBT! is to create a poster 

with names and photos of all member families, to 

be hung in the TBT lobby. We kindly request that 

you send a recent family photo to 

jenstawasz@gmail.com to be included on the 

poster.  We will also be taking family photos on the 

first day of Religious School and before Rosh 

Hashanah services, if you prefer. 

TBT 16TH ANNUAL 

PICNIC 

SUNDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 11 

1:00–3:30 PM 

FRYING PAN PARK 

PICNIC PAVILLION 

RAIN OR SHINE! 

More information on our website: 

www.bethtorah.net 

Additions and corrections to the  yahrzeit list may be sent to yahrzeit@bethtorah.net     

mailto:jenstawasz@gmail.com
http://www.bethtorah.net/community/mens-club
mailto:yahrzeit@bethtorah.net
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ALL HIGH HOLIDAY REGISTRATION FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE: 

www.bethtorah.net/worship/high-holy-days 

http://www.bethtorah.net/worship/high-holy-days
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www.bethtorah.net/worship/high-holy-days 

http://www.bethtorah.net/worship/high-holy-days
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Temple Beth Torah 

PO Box 2020 

Centreville, VA 20122 


